Agriculture News Release - 1990-02-08 by United States. Congress. House. Committee on Agriculture & De la Garza, E.
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - 
Agriculture Committee News Releases Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers 
2-8-1990 
Agriculture News Release - 1990-02-08 
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Agriculture 
E. De la Garza 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/
kikadelagarzaagriculturecomitteenews 
 Part of the Agricultural Economics Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Agriculture Committee News Releases, UTRGV Digital Library, 
The University of Texas – Rio Grande Valley 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Agriculture 
Committee News Releases by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, 
please contact justin.white@utrgv.edu, william.flores01@utrgv.edu. 
E (Kika) de la Garza, Tex.
Chairman
Edward R. Madigan, III.
Ranking Minority Member
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
u.s. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Room 1301, Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
COLONIA PROJECTS MOVE FORWARD, DE LA GARZA SAYS
For further information:
Jim Davis, Press Secretary
(202) 225-2171
FAX (202) 225-3158
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WASHINGTON -- Hundreds of low-income families living in
colonias in the Rio Grande Valley of Texas are scheduled for hook
up to water services with the help of a u.S. Department of
Agriculture assistance program, said Rep. E (Kika) de la Garza,
D-Tex.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Farmers Home
Administration (FmHA) administers a program which allocates
federal funds to states for water projects in small rural
communities. Last year FmHA set aside a loan of $1.8 million and
a grant for $1.1 million to finance an expansion by the North
Alamo Water Supply Corporation in the Hidalgo County area.
Construction activities are expected to get underway later this
year.
"I am delighted this project is moving forward. Hundreds of
families will have basic water services the rest of us take for
granted. I am sure these families look forward to the completion
of the North Alamo expansion, and I will work even harder in the .
coming year to see that other eligible colonias in the Rio Grande
Valley can benefit from this program," Rep. de la Garza said.
The North Alamo expansion will provide water services to 39
identifiable colonias and their 739 existing houses. Colonias
included in project are La Paloma, Chapa 2 and 5, Ramiro Leal,
Mesquite, M & H, Suarez, V & C, victoria Acres, Imperial, Collin,
Palmar #2, Muniz, Elizabeth, Country Village, Colonia Whalen,
Colonia Chapa, Colonia Tijerina, Big John, M & R, Bar #2, Palma
Sub., Barbosa-Lopez #3, The Stabler, Hill Crest Terrace, Meadow
Lands, Rancho Nuevo, Sandy Ridge, Colonia Boyce, Colonia Tijerina
Est., Colonia La Estancia, Colonia cantu, Colonia Olivarez,
Colonia Delmiro Jackson, Colonia Claude Lookingbill, Colonia
George, Lane #2, and L.C. Olivarez & Co.
In addition, Rep. de la Garza said several local government
and not-for-profit entities are applying for FmHA funding to
extend water services to other colonias in the Valley. Approved
projects will likely receive at least some of their funding
through a special $5.5 million FmHA fund earmarked for colonia
water and sewer projects in fiscal 1990. This special allocation
was authorized by Agriculture Secretary Clayton Yeutter in August
1989 at the urging of Rep. de la Garza.
"I am pleased Secretary Yeutter followed up on my suggestion
and has set aside funds for these desperately-needed water and
sewer projects. There has been a federal investment totaling
more than $50 million over the past several years under on-going
programs such as the one for North Alamo. These monies have gone
for not only water and sewer projects, but also housing in rural
areas. These programs are helping improve the quality of life
for thousands of residents in the Valley," Rep. de la Garza said.
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